
•The Rest of the Curriculum…please see my website 
soon…still in the works…for lots of details. 

How to 
Advance 

Your Child’s
Literacy 
and Math 

Development



Mathematics Update Since You 
and I Learned “Math”…

 Terms with which to become familiar…I will briefly hit the high points in an explanation 
for each:

Number Talks-We begin each Mathematics Time with short, up to fifteen minute 
number talk which provides our children the time, experience, and opportunity to reason 
mentally with numbers…adding and subtracting.  What happens during these talks never 
ceases to amaze me!  One of the exciting features of these practice sessions is that 
everyone’s thoughts are respected, but they learn from others’ more effective 
strategies.  Now…

Strategies for Addition and Subtraction-Strategies are simply how one solves 
equations or story problems.  The children have strategies that they learned previously 
that may or may not be the most efficient strategy.  As their brains develop, they will 
be introduced to a wider variety of strategies from which they can find their most 
efficient and effective strategy for particular computations.

 Place Value (true developmentally appropriate understanding) - The 
understanding that the numeral 16 not only means the total quantity of 16 
objects/somethings, but the digit 1 is in the “tens place” and represents one group of 
ten.  The digit 6 is in the “ones place” and represents six individual objects/somethings.  
See next important point for all parents and teachers need to understand about our now 
second graders…



 Please note:  According to Jean Piaget, a Swiss psychologist, known for his extensive 
study of child development, teaches us that on average until children are 8 years old, are 
not capable of abstract thought…their brains are not yet developed (grown enough) to 
understand fully things like time, money, place value.  We adults can teach them the 
tricks, but until their brain is ready (developed/grown enough)to grasp all of the 
foundational concepts necessary, they only understand at a surface level.  In my 
experience, this theory is fact!  Of course children can gain the brain capacity for 
abstract thought earlier and some take a bit longer.  Please keep in mind, this brain 
development is not a reflection of IQ.  It is simply how our children are growing and 
developing at different rates.  We have assessed the children and I will test a few more 
to see where we all are in our understanding.  I will share where your child is during our 
upcoming conference where your child is in his/her development of this concept.  It is 
crucial that this foundation be laid before we can expect them to master any addition 
and subtraction work with two- three-digit numbers.  My time as an interventionist with 
children in grades 1-6 confirmed these beliefs.  Poorly developed, surface level 
understanding of place value causes an infinite number of issues for students in 
Mathematics in the higher grades.

The Standard Algorithms for adding and subtracting larger than one digit numbers-
Basically, it is the way we learned to add, subtract, multiply, and divide two-, three-, etc., 
digit numbers…add the ones, carry if needed, add the tens, carry if needed, blah, blah.  
Math experts have discovered since even my twenty seven year old was in school, that 
algorithms are most appropriate and efficient in the older elementary students who has 
fully formed a strong foundation of a deep conceptual understanding of place value.  
Through teaching this way, I now know what on earth I was doing all those years!!!  :>)



Tips to Make the Most of Our Reading Briefcases:

 The books your child is bringing home inside his/her briefcases 
were taken from his/her Book Box by your child. It is his/her 
responsibility to bring a book home each night!! 

 Each time he/she is ready for a new one, your child is free to 
choose a new book the next morning during IDR, (Individualized 
Daily Reading Time)   “Being ready” is explained further in following 
slides.  Each book is only returned once your child has reached this 
important level…reading it fluently with full understanding!

Your child should return his/her 
“Reading Briefcase” each day!



 The book that comes home in your child’s briefcase is meant for your child’s 
independent reading practice.  Encourage them to read it alone 
either silently or “quietly to themselves” several times before attempting to read it 
out loud to you.  Sometimes your child has had a chance to do this silent reading at 
school while other times they have not.

 Even though your child will return the briefcase each day, he/she is encouraged 
to use the same book for as many consecutive nights as is needed for your 
child to read it fluently.  He/she simply does not choose a new book each day. 
Your child is to “practice” reading this book until you both agree that him/her 
can read the book fluently and has been held accountable for understanding 
his/her book.

 Each book will be different and can be approached accordingly.  Certainly if the book 
has more text and is longer, your child should take more time with it.  

 He/she can read a few pages each night.  With these longer books, your child should 
only read a small portion of it aloud for practicing oral reading fluency.  (Example:  
Reading five pages in one night silently…read one page aloud for fluency practice.) 

 Regardless of the book’s length, this practice should not last no longer than twenty 
minutes unless you and your child want more time!  You can judge what is appropriate 
for each book.

 If your child ever feels that his/her book is too hard instead of “just right”, please let 
me know so we can switch it out as soon as possible.

 The key is for this experience to be filled with joy for you and your child!   Each 
time if this condition is impossible to occur for whatever reason…please skip it!!!!!        

More Important Things to Keep in Mind 
About Reading With Your Child from the 
Book in your child’s Reading Briefcase…

*Important 
Note:
Family time 
and “being a 
child” time 
always take 
priority above 
any practice!!!!  



When Reading with Your Child…

How to handle your child’s mistakes:

 Encourage your child’s ability to self-correct (catch and correct his/her own 
mistakes by making sure he/she is making sense), a crucial skill!!
When your child makes a mistake, bite your tongue!!  

 Allow your child the time and your confidence to finish reading to the end of 
the sentence.  When the words do not make sense, hopefully he/she will 
attempt to correct the mistake independently. This important skill cannot be 
developed if you always correct your child’s mistakes for him/her!

 If your child continues without attempting to correct a mistake, now is the 
time to intervene. Gently say, “You read________(repeating exactly what was 
read) and ask, “Did that make sense to you?” If your child is having trouble 
self-correcting or monitoring for meaning, your child and I are working to 
develop that skill.  Your reinforcement of it at home is vital!





Don’t forget or miss out….

Spending time listening to your child read every night is a must, but 
please remember to

READ, READ, READ to your child!!!  

Did you know?

Reading to your child from a higher level book (picture or chapter book) 
prepares your child to read the more difficult books in the future!  Your 
child is naturally exposed to a more complicated sentence structure, plot, 

and vocabulary.

I promise, the snuggle up memories you create with your child last a life 
time with you and your child.  Tee, our son, still fondly recalls laughing so 

hard at Bill Pete books that he fell out of bed 
while I was crying (tears of joy)!!!

An entire book could be written on reasons why you should read to your 
children regardless of age or level.  In fact, Jim Trelease has done just
that.  I highly recommend your reading his best seller The New Read 

Aloud Handbook.  It is a fabulous guide!  
Another fabulous resource is Reading Magic by Mem Fox. 



We are Developing a Growth Mindset!

https://numberock.com/lessons/growth-mindset/

https://numberock.com/lessons/growth-mindset/


We at Crestline believe 
profound learning occurs 

when it includes…
• critical thinking • collaboration

• high expectations • student ownership

• problem solving • growth-mindset

• creativity • authenticity

• perseverance • customization

• innovation • engagement



• Interim Reports: will be issued November 13, February 5, and April 15 this 
year. These will begin 2nd 9 weeks and will be either emailed or a hard copy 
will be sent home.

• Report Cards: a hard copy will be sent

October 16, January 8, March 11 and May 21.

• Fall Parent Conferences are scheduled for October 23-25. Please sign up 
tonight and I will send the schedule out in early October for you to confirm.

• Spring conferences are optional, but I highly recommend them since we have 
the chance to look at your child’s amazing growth over the entire year!!!!

• Report Cards are Common Core Standards based
You will see either +, - or N/A. 
+ = skill has been mastered      - =progressing towards mastery





Welcome to 
Second Grade 

and the 
Classsroom

of the

Neely’s Newts
•General Information



Time Monday *Tuesday Wednesday **Thursday Friday

7:40-8:00  
Phonics Word Work/Extra 

Read
Daily Routines/Broadcast

Phonics Word Work/Extra 
Read

Daily Routines/Broadcast

Phonics Word Work/Extra 
Read

Daily Routines/Broadcast

Phonics Word 
Work/Extra Read

Daily Routines/Broadcast

Spelling Practice for 
Weekly Check In/ 

Daily Routines/Broadcast

8:05-9:05 Number Talk/Math Number Talk/Math Number Talk/Math Number Talk/Math Number Talk/Math

9:05-9:50

Interactive Read Aloud
Out of Text Phonics/Word 
Study/Spelling Teaching

Reading Workshop
Book Talks/Reading 

Minilessons

Interactive Read Aloud
Out of Text Phonics/Word 
Study/Spelling Teaching

Reading Workshop
Book Talks/Reading 

Minilessons

Interactive Read Aloud
Out of Text Phonics/Word 
Study/Spelling Teaching

Reading Workshop
Book Talks/Reading 

Minilessons

Interactive Read Aloud
Out of Text 
Phonics/Word 

Study/Spelling Teaching
Reading Workshop
Book Talks/Reading 

Minilessons

Interactive Read Aloud
Out of Text 
Phonics/Word 

Study/Spelling Teaching
Reading Workshop
Book Talks/Reading 

Minilessons

9:50-10:50

Independent Reading/ 
Conferencing/ Independent 

Word Study/Spelling/
Guided Reading

Independent Reading/ 
Conferencing/ Independent 

Word Study/Spelling/
Guided Reading

Independent Reading/ 
Conferencing/ Independent 

Word Study/Spelling/
Guided Reading

Independent Reading/ 
Conferencing/ 

Independent Word 
Study/Spelling/
Guided Reading

Independent Reading/ 
Conferencing/ 

Independent Word 
Study/Spelling/
Guided Reading

10:50-11:20 Exploration Exploration Exploration Exploration Exploration

11:28-11:53
Line 1 

Tables 23 & 24
Lunch Lunch Lunch Lunch

12:00-12:20 Recess Recess Recess Recess Recess
12:15-12:30 Handwriting

Writing 
Workshop/Grammar

Handwriting

Writing 
Workshop/Grammar 

Handwriting

12:20-12:50
Writing 

Workshop/Grammar Writing 
Workshop/Grammar

Writing 
Workshop/Grammar

12:50-1:30 Spanish   
(Blanton)

Music  (Butler) Counselor   (Fry) Media Center Art  (Hill)

1:30-2:00 P.E. P.E. P.E. P.E. P.E.

2:05-2:50
Science/

Social Studies

Science/
Social Studies Science/

Social Studies

Science/
Social Studies Science/

Social Studies

Mrs. Neely’s Daily Schedule       
2019-2020



The Mountain Brook City Schools Foundation provides an ongoing and dependable funding 

source for critical academic "extras" (i.e. technology, teacher training and development, and 

library enhancement).  These extras benefit every grade level and every academic subject 

area.  Your investment in the Foundation will help to fill in the funding gaps that can make 

the difference between a good school system and a great one.

WE NEED YOUR HELP – PLEASE CONTRIBUTE 

Pledge cards available on the school website Foundation link 

MBCSF

POST OFFICE BOX 530834

MOUNTAIN BROOK, AL 35253

414-0042                

mbcsfoundation@bellsouth.net



Email:

NeelyC@mtnbrook.k12.al.us
I check my email by 2:00 most every day.  If you have not 

heard from me or you have emailed me after 2:00 
and need to get an important message to your child,  
please call the office and they will let me know! 

*No emails from me may be forwarded. 

(This is a Governance Policy.)

mailto:NeelyC@mtnbrook.k12.al.us




Highlights
•Expectations
•Clip Chart
•Notes home/Phone call (Parent Contact Box)
•They will record behavior color dot in their 
Take Home Folder on the monthly calendar each 
day-please initial each night.
All explained in the discipline letter (coming 
soon).





• We have snack time each morning during our Language Arts 
time. 

• Your child needs to bring his/her own snack each day with 
fresh water in his/her water bottle to drink. (Please set 
things up in your pantry to allow your child to be responsible 
for getting his/her snack.)

• Please no snacks that require spoons/forks.

• Please provide a small water bottle on his/her desk during 
the day.



• You will receive a phone call from the office (usually a child checkers 
volunteer)if we do not know why your child is not at school.

• To be considered present, your child needs to be in school at half of 
the day. (A half day is considered begins or ends at 11:30).

• Whether you know your child will be absent or he/she is sick, the 
easiest way to tell us is emain CESABSENCES@mtnbrook.k12.al.us
and neelyc@mtnbrook.k12.al.us. 

• If your child is tardy, he/she must go through the office to get a 
Tardy Slip. 

• If you have any further questions, you may go on the CES website-
Resources-Parents

• Please limit dental, medical checkups, and haircuts to after school as 
much as you can.  Hands on learning activities are hard to catch up on 
effectively.

mailto:CESABSENCES@mtnbrook.k12.al.us
mailto:neelyc@mtnbrook.k12.al.us


• Take Home Folder-
Comes home each day.
Should be returned daily as well.
Most papers do not need to be signed or returned.
Great place to send lunch money, notes to me or 
other teachers or office.

• Important Papers-
Comes home only when there is a test, papers from             
the office or me that need your immediate attention.  
If anything needs to be signed and 
returned, I will have those directions included.



• .

11:28-11:53 each day.

• If your child has a summer birthday I will contact you in early May to schedule.



• Bring a sweater or jacket-it can get COLD in our 
classroom!

• Wear Tennis Shoes each day for PE-girls can 
change if needed before PE.

• There will be NO drop off or pick up allowed at
Regions Bank. 



•

• Pep-Rally/Kick-off: September 17th

Boosterthon Fun Run: 

September 25th 

9:45

http://www.google.com/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=boosterthon+logo+image&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&uact=8&docid=TLUP5F5-kuuOxM&tbnid=WFav72dFMrujRM:&ved=0CAUQjRw&url=http://www.pridepta.org/2013/08/22/fall-boosterthon-fundraiser/&ei=pKHyU8mwBMTs8QGJpICYAQ&bvm=bv.73231344,d.cGU&psig=AFQjCNFlBXnzWhrpnrZ5k_LUsJU-QReJHw&ust=1408496415610542


• Children’s Theater 
(no chaperones needed)
• Blue Bell Creamery

• American Village (Thanksgiving or Presidents…planning 

still in the works)



• Mathematics: 
Investigations

• Reading:  
Fountas and 
Pinnell Classroom

• Handwriting: 
Zaner-Bloser
(print & cursive)

• Writing:  Units 
of Study-Lucy 
Calkins

• Science: Project Lead 
the Way and 
Stemscopes

• Social Studies:  A 
collection historical 
and informational 
nonfiction



IINeely’s Newts’ 
Parents Rock and Roll!!


